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Math Tutor/Office Assistant 
Needed 

Would you like a good part 
time job on campus where you 
can both help others and build 
your work experience? 

The Center for Adult Educa- 
tion is looking for one or two 
part time work study students 
who can: 

- perform clerical tasks as nec- 
essary such as filing, typing, 
and copying 

- provide tutoring for basic 
math and basic algebra classes 
Afternoon and evening hours 
are available. If you are 
interested, and you qualify 

for work-study funds, please 
call or email Alisa at apoven- 
mire@necc.mass.edu or 978- 
655-5842. 


NECC Food on Campus 
Please visit the NECC where 
to get food page to see all of 
your food options on campus. 
https://www.necc.mass.edu/ 
experience/campus-food/ 
Also please visit CocoRays at 
NECC Instagram page co- 
coraysnecc and Newbury Cafe 
and Catering Facebook page 
Newbury Cafe and Catering . 


The Robotics & Automation 
Training program prepares 
you for jobs in the Advanced 
Manufacturing industry & 

for additional training in the 
future. 

January 21 — March 13, 2020 
4 pm- 9 pm | Monday - Thurs- 
day 

Greater Lawrence Tech School 
| 57 River Road, Andover, MA 
**Grant eligibility require- 
ments: unemployed or under- 
employed worker, ages 17-29. 
Others may qualify. Must pass 
Math & Reading tests at an 
8th grade level & MA CORI/ 
SORI. Minimum: High School 
diploma, GED or HISET. 
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Finals eS stress 
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Student Scott Tavares gets ready for the end of the semester 


Tips to surviving Finals 


Atyssa DiTomaso 
Correspondent 


As the semester draws to a 
close, students develop the best 
ways to study and prepare for fi- 
nals. 

Just a mere two weeks after 
Thanksgiving break, the semester 
will begin to wind down meaning 
students have to juggle studying 
for finals and wrapping up their 
classes. 

The final day of classes this se- 
mester is Dec. 10. 

Following the final day of 
classes comes dreaded finals sea- 
son which starts the very next 
day, Dec. 11 until Dec. 17. 

Preparations for finals can of- 
ten seem quite obvious like mak- 
ing sure to finish the semester off 
strong and studying for exams. 

Even Time Magazine recom- 
mends getting plenty of rest and 
avoiding all nighters as well as 
making sure to eat well. 

Sometimes this isn’t even the 
best help for seasoned finals tak- 


ers or first timers. 

Often finals season can be hec- 
tic to juggle work and school life 
but many students have different 
ways to make this balance a little 
more seamless. 

“T set timelines for myself 
{in advance} to so that I’m not 
doing everything last minute so 
I allow myself enough time to 
study or get an essay done.” says 
Sam Cook, a Liberal Arts student. 
“Once I reach that limit I try turn 
off my academic brain and focus 
on other facets of my life like 
sleeping and eating well.” 

Sometimes while juggling 
school and work, getting prepared 
in advance can seem impossible. \ 

Finding a balance between 
time for yourself and ensuring 
success is another aspect some 
students juggle. 

“Tt really helps me to give my- 
self little rewards and milestones 
to: look forward to once I’ve fin- 


ished a whole chapter of home- 
work or studying like watching 
Netflix or going for a walk,” says 
Chloe Upham, a member of stu- 
dent government. 

“T find it a stress reliever be- 
cause I’m getting work done but 
also breaking up the chaos with 
something fun.” 

Even spending time on campus 
to get help from fellow students 
and faculty can be worthwhile 
to help in getting the finishing 
touches on essays and helpful 
studying done. 

“The week of finals, especial- 
ly, I’m in the library studying ei- 
ther on my own or with friends,” 
says Rowan Kelley a Liberal Arts 
student. 

“T also find it really helpful to 


wake up extra early on the day of 


finals to study material again and 
get it fresh in my mind before the 
exam” 
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Andrew Yang for 
President 2020 cam- 
paign to visit Northern 
Essex 

On Thursday, Dec. 
5, at 11 a.m. two rep- 
resentatives from the 
Andrew Yang for Pres- 
ident 2020 campaign 
will be visiting North- 
ern Essex in Haverhill 
to talk to interested stu- 
dents about the Yang 
presidential campaign. 
Matt Jones, Regional 
Organizing Director, 
and Will Chen from 
the Massachusetts Yang 
Gang will represent 
Yang. The room loca- 
tion has yet to be de- 
termined, but once it 
is known an electronic 
announcement will be 
sent out and fliers will 
be posted on bulletin 
boards in all campus 
buildings. The contact 
person on campus for 
this event is Rich Pa- 
dova from the Global 
Studies Department, 
who may be reached at 
rpadova@necc.mass. 
edu. 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333 
from any campus phone on 

either campus. 
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By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Editor-in-Chief 


This past Saturday saw Col- 
in Kaepernick workout for 
eight NFL teams, according to 
CBSSPORTS.com. 

The controversy-laden quar- 
terback has not thrown an NFL 
pass since the last week of 2016 
season. He did this as a mem- 
ber of the San Francisco 49ers 
against the Seattle Seahawks, ac- 
cording to FOX. 

It was the same year in which 
he began kneeling during the Na- 
tional Anthem to protest police 
brutality against minorities and 
systematic oppression of Afri- 
can-Americans. Many believe 
that he was blackballed from 
playing professional football in 
the NFL. 

Kaepernick’s banishment 
from the NFL seems as though 
it may be close to coming to an 
end. The perfect storm of time 


Editorial 


Kap comeback? Not so fast 


having passed, a more amicable 
social atmosphere, and half of the 
league sending out back-up and 
third-string quarterbacks have 
made the UNLV product’s return 
even more likely. 

But controversy continued to 
follow Kaepernick even as he 
looked to get back into the NFL. 
The workout was originally to be 
held by the NFL, but several dis- 
agreements between the NFL and 
Colin’s camp put a stop to that. 

What was supposed to be a 
private workout held at the train- 
ing facility of the Atlanta Falcons 
with wideouts chosen by the NFL 
turned into a public event with 
receivers chosen by Kaepernick 
himself that took place at Charles 
Drew High School in Riverdale 
Georgia, according to CNBC. 

The NFL sponsored workout 
was slated to have 25 teams in 
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attendance. The venue change 
caused only eight teams to attend, 
with only six staying long enough 
to watch him make all his throws. 
So why would Kaepernick do 
this? It clearly didn’t help his 
chances of signing with an NFL 
team. 

Kaepernick’s camp said they 
wanted ‘transparency’, pointing 
to a waiver that the NFL asked to 
be signed as something that ruf- 
fled some feathers. The NFL says 
the waiver sent to Kaepernick is 
standard and that they bent over 
backwards to try to accommodate 
Kaepernick, allowing a photo 
shoot set up by Nike among other 
concessions. 

The venue changes and war 
of words with the NFL certain- 
ly didn’t help Kaepernick on his 
quest to play in the league again. 
But he could make up for it all 


facebook.com/neccobserver 


by doing just one thing: looking 
good while throwing the football. 

So did he? Well he didn’t look 
bad. Scouts remarked that he still 
had the same elite arm strength 
that he had when he entered the 
league. His mobility also seemed 
to be at the same place as it-was 
before. 

But running and throwing the 
football was never really Kaeper- 
nick’s problem. It was reading the 
defense and making smart deci- 
sions. Saturday he was just throw- 
ing to receivers on an empty field 
with no defenders to worry about. 
He didn’t really move the needle 
either way and it all just reeked of 
a glorified PR stunt. 

Is Kaepernick good enough to 
play in the NFL? Probably. There 
are quarterbacks in the NFL that 
are much less talented than Col- 
in Kaepernick. Nathan Peterman 


threw interceptions in one half, 
and he still has a job in the league. 
Not many people are going to be 
able to argue that he’s better than 
a quarterback who has played in 
the Super Bowl. 

But Colin needs to be much 
better than just being an im- 
provement over the worst player 
in the league. Teams don’t want 
the media circus that comes with 
Kaepernick for someone that 
isn’t even the starter, or even the 
starter that can’t will them to the 
playoffs. 

Kaepernick has NFL talent, 
but not enough talent to warrant 
the headache that comes with the 
media spectacle that comes with 
him. At least for now. Couple 
more quarterbacks on teams with 
thin depth at that position could 
convince a team to give this man 
a job. 
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What do you do to prepare for the grueling 
New Englad winters? 


Ph Ae Y 
DANNERY SERRANO 
HUMAN SERVICES 


MEGHAN ROOT 
NURSING 

I dread everything coming and prepare 

to wake up earlier. 


Have you taken Journalism I? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 


I buy a bunch of sweaters I don’t need, 
change my tires, and let it come. 


Issue _ Publication Date Ad/Copy Deadline 
#1 Sept. 18 N/A 

#2 Oct. 2 Sept. 25 

#3 Oct. 23 Oct. 16 

ad Nov. 6 Oct. 30 

#5 Nov. 20 Nov. 13 

#6 Dec. 4 Nov. 27 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification. 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer@necc.mass.edu 


We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 

ee or reject those we recieve. iain WILMER SOSA MAI R E HUGHES 
The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, NURSING 

Calg Neale deena eG ree VISUAL ARTS 


I don’t worry about winter. If I’m going outside I wear something 


warm, pump myself up before. 


iation, and the New England Press Association. 
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By AARON LEHNER 
Opinion Editor 


“Doctor Sleep” is a film 
that was released November 
8, 2019, based on the novel by 
Stephen King. It is the sequel 
to King’s “The Shining” re- 
leased in 1977, and adapted by 
Stanley Kubrick in 1980. This 
film was directed by Mike 
Flanagan, who also wrote the 
screenplay and edited the final 
product. 

This film follows the boy, 
Danny Torrance (played by 
Ewan McGregor), now an 
adult many years after the 
events of “The Shining”. He is 
a recovering alcoholic coping 
with the trauma he endured at 
the Overlook Hotel. His oc- 
cupation is that of a hospice 
orderly; he uses his powers to 
help ease dying patients, thus 
giving him the nickname, Dr. 
Sleep. He telepathically com- 
municates with Abra Stone 


(Kyliegh Curran), a teenage 


girl who has a stronger shining 
than him, and they form an al- 
liance to stop a demonic cult 
lead by Rose the Hat (Rebec- 
ca Ferguson) from feeding off 
those with the shining to retain 
their immortality. 

“The Shining” (1980) was 
an extremely cold and calcu- 
lated study into isolation and 
madness, giving more dedica- 
tion to the atmosphere and do- 
ing its best to make an uncom- 
fortable experience. There are 
many visual allusions towards 
the original film in “Doctor 
Sleep” through the cinematog- 
raphy. 

The cinematography in 
“The Shining”, as we dis- 
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Doctor sleep review 
Does the follow up to ‘The Shining’ hold up to its predecessor? 


cussed in the last issue, made 
use of symmetry with the one- 
point perspective to create un- 
ease. “Doctor Sleep” recreates 
this when Dan does inevitably 
revisit the Overlook, but is 
present in other scenes. 

The thing I like about this 
film is that while it does bor- 
row quite heavily from its pre- 
decessor, especially towards 
the end, it is different enough 
to stand on its own. 

Flanagan knew that it would 
be pointless to try and recreate 
the tone of the original, given 
the differences between source 
materials. “Doctor Sleep” is 
much more character driven, 
contemplative, and somber. It 
largely focuses on characters 
jumping from place to place 
(one of Abra’s powers is as- 
tral projection), unlike in “The 
Shining.” It still has plenty 
of frightening scenes (one of 


~ which involves violence on a 


small child), but the film does 
keep focused on the journey of 
its characters. 

Flanagan also had the chal- 
lenge of remaining faithful to 
both the source material and 
the Kubrick film. King fa- 
mously hated Kubrick’s film 
and was hesitant to give the 
rights over to Flanangan. “The 
Shining” still stands as one of 
the greatest films of all time 
and the version that audienc- 
es are most familiar with. The 
Overlook Hotel was painstak- 
ingly recreated for this film us- 
ing blueprints that were found 
at Kubrick’s estate. While 
there are inevitable changes 


from book to film, it did get 
King’s approval in the end. 

The dedication to Dan’s 
character are is what pulls the 
film through. We see in the be- 
ginning how the spirit of Dick 
Halloran teaches him how to 
seal away the ghosts that still 
haunt him by using lockboxes 
in his mind. He also begins to 
repress his own shining pow- 
ers by turning to alcoholism, 
much like his father Jack. Only 
when he lands in the town of 
Frazier, New Hampshire does 
he make an effort to change. 
At his AA meeting he men- 
tions how he wished his father 
had been in his place. Dan is 
tempted several times with 
a drink throughout the film, 
showing that it is not easy for 
others in his position. 

His story comes full cir- 
cle when he meets Abra and 
teaches her to hone her shin- 
ing. Abra is also an interesting 
character in her own right. She 
is a social outcast in school 
and keeps her powers hidden. 
She possesses a fighting spir- 
it and does not give up her 
quest even when she’s told 
otherwise. Abra embraces her 
shining unlike Dan who was 
afraid of himself for so long. 
For them to work off each oth- 
er throughout the film makes 
for a great dynamic between 
them. 

It’s safe to say that “Doctor 
Sleep” is not one of those cash 
grab films banking on nostal- 
gia. It gives a fresh perspective 
we have not seen before with 
this story. 


THE NEAT CHAPTER IN 


Photo by imdb.com 
Original theatrical poster of ‘Doctor Sleep’ 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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An ‘enlightening’ experience 
Faculty, staff took part in exchange trip to Dominican Republic 


Mary Jo SHAFER 
Faculty Adviser 


A group of faculty and staff 
recently returned from a pro- 
fessional development trip 
to the Dominican Republic. 

The goal was cultural and ed- 
ucational exchange. Participants 
say the trip, which took place Nov. 
8-13, was a big success, breaking 
barriers and sparking new con- 
nections and cultural awareness. 

They described it as en- 
lightening and inspiring and 
many say they have returned to 
NECC with new  understand- 
ings, inspirations and motivation. 

Participants in the 2019 trip 
were: Director of Instructional 
Technology and Online Learn- 
ing Melba Acevedo of Merri- 
mac; professor of law and busi- 
ness Judith Pollock-Ciampi of 
Chelmsford; Coordinator of Civ- 
ic Engagement, Service-Learn- 
ing and Community Resources 
Janel D’Agata-Lynch of Brad- 
ford; professor of philosophy 
and world religions Meredith 
Gunning of Haverhill and NECC 
Observer faculty adviser and in- 
structor of journalism and En- 
glish Mary Jo Shafer of Lynn. 

Vice President of the Lawrence 
campus and Community Rela- 
tions Noemi Custodia-Lora creat- 
ed the program and accompanied 
the participants on their journey. 

Analuz Garcia, assistant di- 
rector of community and in- 
ternational relations, was also 
closely involved with plan- 
ning and logistics for the trip. 

“I found the trip enlightening 
on a personal and professional 
level,” said Pollock-Ciampi in an 
email after the trip. “Personally, I 
feel I have a deeper understand- 
ing of the Dominican culture. On 
a professional level, | learned so 
much about the similarities and 
differences in educational prac- 
tices. I am inspired to learn more 
about our students’ stories (their 
backgrounds, expectations, and 
hopes for the future). I believe this 
information is essential as we try 
to expand on the Integrated Stu- 
dent Experience. We need to be 
more intentional in how we deter- 
mine what our students need and 
want to be successful at NECC.” 

The Professional Develop- 
ment Exchange Program in the 
Dominican Republic is an op- 
portunity for Northern Essex 
Community College faculty 
and staff to be immersed in the 
Dominican Republic and gain 
a first-hand perspective of the 
educational systems, _ beliefs, 
challenges and opportunities stu- 
dents and educators face there, 
while also seeing a wide variety 
of schools in different regions. 

The idea for the trip came out 
of a desire to create more connec- 
tions and collaborations between 
NECC and the Dominican Re- 
public and to facilitate more cul- 
tural competency and awareness 
amongst NECC faculty and staff. 

Lawrence is home to a 
large percentage of Domin- 
icans and the student popu- 
lation at NECC reflects this. 

According to the application 
for the program, this means po- 
tentially fostering collaboration 


between NECC faculty and their 
colleagues in the Dominican Re- 
public and also invigorating “fac- 
ulty and staff to redesign curric- 
ula and/or develop new teaching 
strategies relevant to the culture 
of Latino students, our largest and 
fast growing minority group.” 

In a sign that the hoped for 
collaborations are taking hold, 
NECC’s Director of Early Child- 
hood Education Career Pathways 
Doris Buckley and early child- 
hood education instructor Deirdre 
Budzyna were also in the Domin- 
ican Republic that week. The two 
spent time at a school in Salcedo. 
Their visit was a direct result 
of an earlier trip to the region. 

The Professional Develop- 
ment Exchange Program in the 
Dominican Republic is coordi- 
nated and funded by PIES (Pro- 
grama Internacional de Edu- 
cacién Superior) of NECC and 
the office of the Vice President 
of the Lawrence Campus and 
Community Relations Noemi 
Custodia-Lora. Since 2015, sev- 
eral groups of NECC faculty and 
staff have traveled to the Do- 
minican Republic in November. 

Custodia-Lora said she hopes 
the trip will foster a richer un- 
derstanding among NECC fac- 
ulty and staff of where many of 
their students are coming from. 
By bringing faculty and staff 
into an environment where they 
are a minority, “then you under- 
stand where students are com- 
ing from,” she said in a meet- 
ing at NECC before the trip. By 
going to their “home,” NECC 
faculty and staff will have a bet- 
ter grasp of how to better help 
some students adapt and will 
be able to serve as a “bridge” 
between cultures, she said. 

The NECC participants are 
required to return to NECC pre- 
pared to share what they have 
learned. According to the ap- 
plication for the program, par- 
ticipants must “produce a tan- 
gible project that enables you 
to share what you learned...” 

The experience is a whirl- 
wind, which managed to ex- 
pose participants to a vast array 
of institutions and experiences. 
The days often involved long 
hours of travel, meetings, tours 
and a bit of sensory overload. 

The home base was San- 
to Domingo, but _partici- 
pants would eventually tray- 
el to several different regions. 

Participants first visited In- 
stituto Técnico Superior Comu- 
nitario in Santo Domingo, the 
country’s first and only commu- 
nity college, founded in 2013. 
Faculty and administrators there 
spoke of the affinity they feel 
with NECC, as they serve the 
same population of students. 

That was followed by a vivid 
visit that will stand out for many 
of the participants — a memora- 
ble evening with Juan de Dios, a 
witch and Santeria practitioner. 

Since Gunning teaches world 
religions she was interested to 
gain more knowledge about the 
traditional practices and preva- 
lent beliefs. This was achieved 
in a memorable way during 
the group’s visit with Juan de 
Dios, where they were able to 
observe chanting and rituals. 


Photo by Mary Jo Shafer 


NECC faculty and staff visit with students and faculty at Universidad Autonoma de San- 


to Domingo in Barahona. 


Participants visited a satellite 
campus of Universidad Autono- 
ma de Santo Domingo in Baraho- 
na, which allowed an introduction 
to that region of the country and 
interesting conversations with 
colleagues there. Established in 
1538, the university is the oldest in 
the Americas and has 18 satellite 
campuses throughout the country. 

Clara Benedicto of the uni- 
versity accompanied the NECC 
visitors to Barahona and San Pe- 
dro de Macoris and served as an 
informative guide on the trips. 

There were also visits to Mon- 
te Plata, where officials have an 
ambitious dream of creating a 
“city of knowledge,” where they 
plan to have educational facilities 
from preschool up to college lev- 
el. While in that region they also 
visited the future home of Santo 
Cristo de los Milagros, Bayagua- 
na. The larger church will replace 
a smaller church that is an ac- 
tive and vibrant pilgrimage site. 

The next day found partic- 
ipants traveling into the lush, 
green mountain region of Sal- 
cedo. They visited El Liceo 
Cientifico Dr. Miguel Canela 
Lazaro, a STEM magnet school 
that has teachers from all over 
the world. While in Salcedo 
they also visited Carcel Juana 
Nunez, a prison that has a focus 
on rehabilitation and vocational 
training for inmates. They also 
walked through an eco-park that 
featured native plants, trees and 
flowers, accompanied by educa- 
tional posters highlighting coura- 
geous women throughout history. 

In San Pedro de Macoris par- 
ticipants visited a private univer- 
sity, Universidad Central del Este. 

Participants found every as- 
pect of the trip to be illuminat- 
ing: from the hotel in Santo Do- 
mingo, to watching the hills and 
houses whirl by on the road, to 
getting used to being passen- 
gers observing the rather chaotic 
style of driving and the ubiqui- 
tous motorbikes whirring by on 
all sides. They drank fresh fruit 
juice and ate mangos, grapes, 
avocados, cashews, prickly cac- 
tus pears, coconuts, jobos, rice 
and beans, tails, mofongo, fried 
plantains, and fresh fish. They 
saw flowers and trees and lizards 
unfamiliar to New Englanders. 
They felt the pulse of meren- 


gue moving through the streets 
and the humid air embraced 
them. They watched a storm 
move in over the green hills and 
climbed high up into the choir 
loft of church under construction, 
They laughed and smiled. A lot. 

The immersion program 
started when everyone ap- 
plauded when the plane land- 
ed in Santo Domingo and the 
flight attendant said “Bienveni- 
do a casa.” (Welcome home.) 

NECC participants had the 
chance to meet with Dominican 
colleagues, and share expertise 
and observations in their disci- 
plines. Loud and effusive multi- 
lingual discussions about curricu- 
lum, teaching styles, philosophies, 
similarities, challenges and 
opportunities were common. 

Participants got to experience 
Dominican food, language, mu- 
sic, art, and cultural and religious 
practices. They saw rural poverty 
and urban prosperity and visited 
communities on the coast and 
in the mountains, in the south, 
north, central and east of the 
country. Lawrence connections 
were bountiful. For example, 
the director of the school of ed- 
ucation of Universidad central 
del este in San Pedro de Maco- 
ris, Jennifer Mesa, was born in 
Lawrence. She moved back to 
D.R. at a young age, she said, 
but she shared fond memories of 
visiting Lawrence in the summer- 
time to see her extended family. 

“Our visit to the Dominican 
Republic gave me a wondrous 
glimpse into the tastes, sounds, 
sights, and culture of a beautiful 


Photo by Mary Jo Shafer 
Satellite campus of Universidad Autonoma de Santo Do- 
mingo in Barahona. 


country,” wrote D’Agata-Lynch 
in an email after the trip. “I was 
particularly amazed by the con- 
nectedness between those we 
met with the Merrimack Valley. 
Many times, I felt familiar and 
an outsider at the same time.” 

Allowing faculty and staff to 
experience that sense of dislo- 
cation is part of the inspiration 
behind the journey. It will help 
them to have more empathy for 
students and to understand where 
students are coming from. This 
should help NECC educators to 
better assist students to “thrive 
and survive,” Custodia-Lora said. 

“The trip opened my eyes to 
the diverse array of people who 
come from the DR and it gave me 
an appreciation not only for the 
fresh food, vibrant art and mu- 
sic but also for the complexities 
of their religious beliefs,” wrote 
Gunning in an email after the trip. 

Gunning is already planning 
to incorporate lessons learned 
into her curriculum at NECC. 

“In the classroom, I hope to 
discuss how colonialism impact- 
ed the DR along with some of the 
ways older indigenous religious 
beliefs melded with Christianity,” 
she wrote. “I felt so welcomed 
by the people living in the DR. 
I encourage more exchanges 
for faculty, staff and students.” 

Participants returned to NECC 
with lasting memories and im- 
ages — the sights, smells and 
sounds of the Dominican Repub- 
lic — and a real sense of connec- 
tion, awareness and inspiration. 

They hope these connections 
continue to grow and thrive. 
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Mezquita inspires ist gen students 
VP of student affairs presents to Pace students 


Asst. 


NaTALYA CRESPO 
Correspondent 


Northern Essex has a 
new Assistant Vice Pres- 
ident of Student Affairs 
and the PACE program or- 
ganized a presentation for 
students. 

This presentation was 
held on Wednesday, Nov. 
6, in Lecture Hall A in the 
C building on the Haverhill 
Campus at 12:30 until 1:30 
p-m. 

Dr. Jennifer Mezquita, 
Assistant VP of Student 
Affairs, is an advocate for 
students and much more. 

She was born and raised 
in the Dominican Repub- 
lic, when she was 10, she 
moved to Florida. Going 
to school and growing up 
in Florida, she first had to 
learn English. 

Long before Mezquita 
became Dr. Mezquita, she 


started off her journey at 
Valencia College, earning 
her associate degree. She 
wanted more, and wanted 
to apply to the University 
of Florida, for her bach- 
elors, so she applied, and 
she got accepted. 

After she’d gotten her 
associates’ and bachelors, 
she thought of her next 
goal and she went for her 
masters at the University of 
Central Florida. 

Mezquita decided to go 
through a program to get 
her doctorate’s. When she 
told her mom that she got 
into the Doctoral Program, 
her mom responded “Miha, 
another graduation?” How- 
ever, her mother was her 
biggest supporter through 
her studies. In fact, her 
whole family was. 


To complete her doc- 
torate’s, she had to write a 
dissertation. A dissertation 
is all her research through- 
out the program, together 
as one final project. When 
she finished the disserta- 
tion, she also had to pres- 
ent it to the doctors in the 
program, to find out if she 
would graduate to become 
a doctor or not. 

She became Dr. Mezqui- 
ta that day, and her family 
was there to support her. 
She moved to California 
and worked there for a year 
before making the decision 
to move to Massachusetts. 
But she believes she made 
the right decision. 

Mezquita has her PHD 
in higher education and 
she says she is done with 
school and ready to inspire. 


What are you doing for 


WINTER BREAK? 


TAKE AN ONLINE WINTER COURSE 


Dec. 2/, 2019 —Jan. 16, 2020 


Catch up or get 
without leaving 
all winter class 


are online! — 


REGISTER TODAY! 


fitchburgstate.edu/gce/reg 7 
978-665-4196 


§ FITCHBURG STATE 
6 UNIVERSITY 


CELEBRATING 125) vears of changing lives 


She gave her presenta- 
tion on Wednesday, Nov. 
6, calling it “Doctor in the 
Making.” The audience 
was mostly PACE students 
because it was set up by 
the PACE program staff, to 
celebrate First Generation 
Week. 

The PACE program 
(Pathways in Academic 
Excellence) is a group of 
first-generation college 
students that have goals 
and the support to reach 
them. 

Much like Mezquita, a 
first-generation college stu- 
dent who succeeded in her 
academics with her family 
by her side. “Change ei- 
ther happens with you or to 
you.” Mezquita said. 


Photo Courtesy of NECC Website 
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Costly education 


High textbook prices discouraging to low-income 
students 


By ALEXANDRA GARCIA 
Correspondent 


Say you’re a college student and you 
need to buy your required textbooks. 
You go to your school’s bookstore and 
you see that the book you need is $150. 

What options are available to save? 
Can you save more? 

At NECC, every student needs at 
least one textbook for most of their 
classes. Whether it’s Math, Science, 
English, you get it. 

They can get expensive at times and 
students do not appreciate it. 

“Textbooks aren’t affordable for 
low-income families,” Art and Design 
student Justin Goutlet said. “Overall, 
I’ve spent $135 on one textbook.” 

Textbooks can be overbearing in 
general, especially when you’re taking 
more than three classes. 

Also, when you don’t want to spend 
so much money, you want to save as 
much as possible on a textbook for 
school. 

Options such as renting books and 
price matching are reliable options but 
how reliable are they 

“T always rent my textbooks,” Art 
and Design student Angelica Oyola 
said. “It saves a lot more money and 


goes more smoothly than actually buy- 
ing them. 

There are ‘also students that don’t 
have jobs at the moment because 
they’re going to school full-time. 

Those students have a hard time buy 
textbooks and are forced to rent them 
for financial reasons. Although it does 
save more money, some students don’t 
have a choice. 

“T think you should be able to price 
match at the bookstore,” Computer Sci- 
ence student Nathaniel Acevedo said. “ 

It would make it much easier. Also, 
students should have easier access to 
the PDF versions of the books.” 

Saving as much money as possible 
for textbooks can be stressful and over- 
whelming. But as we go on to future 
semesters at NECC, we will likely con- 
tinue to see expensive textbooks. 

If cheaper options are available to 
some students, it is best to take the 
cheaper route. 

NECC faculty are working on ad- 
dressing this issue. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
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The evolution of female rap 
Women who dominate the hip-hop charts 


By MICHELLE 


COoLBERT-MASON 

Arts & Entertainment Editor 
Nicki Minaj. Car- 

di B. Megan Thee Stallion. 

Saweetie. Lizzo. City Girls. 
These are just some 

of the women dominat- 


ing the hip-hop charts today. 

If you don’t live under a rock, 
you’ve surely heard these names 
or found yourself jamming in 
the car to one of their songs. 

Hip-Hop has come a long 
way since its birth on the streets 
of New York City in the 1970s. 

Created by African-Americans 
and Latino Americans, its ele- 
ments of rapping, DJ-ing, graffiti 
artists, break dancers, beatboxing, 
and sampling, have grown in pop- 
ularity, listened to and enjoyed 
worldwide by people of all rac- 
es, ethnicities, and backgrounds. 

Although the subculture has 
been successful in bringing peo- 
ple of all different walks of life to- 
gether, it’s no secret that Hip Hop/ 
Rap music has been a breeding 
ground for misogyny and sexism. 

In many songs, you'll find 
vulgar, violent, and explicit lyr- 
ics, an overwhelming amount 
speaking against women, at- 
tempting to beat them into sub- 
mission and objectify them. 

Music videos constantly de- 
pict naked or barely clothed 
women, especially women of 
color, as strippers, gold dig- 
gers, or prostitutes, often re- 
ferred to as b*tches and hoes. 
Quite frankly, it’s getting old. 

With that being said, It’s cru- 
cial for us, as a whole, to not 
resort to question the sexuality 
of male artists who sway from 
this and instead choose to rap 
about their emotions, or label 
them as ‘soft.’ (Boys, your hy- 
per-masculinity is showing.) 

Being that hip hop is so in- 
fluential -- influencing fash- 
ion, trends, the economy -- it’s 
alarming perpetuation of rape 
culture, stereotypes, and por- 
trayal of women as the ene- 
my or less-than are extremely 


harmful in more ways than one. 

But there is still hope. There 
have been waves of female rap- 
pers ready to hop on the scene 
and change hip hop forever. 

Taking it back to the very be- 
ginning, when women rappers 
first appeared on the scene, the 
90s proved to be a great time for 
female artists in hip hop. MC Lyte 
was the first woman solo artist to 
release a full length album in 1988 
with Lyte as a Rock. In 1993, she 
became the first woman emcee 
to be nominated for a Grammy 
with her single “Ruffleneck”. 

Previously in interviews she 
has spoken about the gender bias 
in the hip hop scene, of promoters 
who didn’t want to warrant her the 
proper credit she deserved, and 
how she overcame the setbacks. 

Next on the scene was Queen 
Latifah. With her music, like songs 
“Ladie’s First” and “U.N.LT.Y”, 
she promoted change, speaking 
on the issues in the lives of black 
women, cat-calling, sexual as- 
sault and harassment, domestic 
violence, as well as of unity be- 
tween women. Her debut album, 
All Hail The Queen, released 
in 1989 and opened doors and 
ushered in other aspiring female 
rappers who had their own mes- 
sages and perspectives to share. 

Artists like Lil’ Kim and Salt- 
N-Peppa promoted sex positivity, 
making hyper-sexualized power 
anthems, encouraging women to 
let their freak flags fly and em- 
brace your sexuality as a woman. 

Other female artists who made 
a significant impact and continue 
to be remembered and listened 
to to this day include Lauryn 
Hill (‘Doo Wop That Thing’), 
Foxy Brown (“T’ll Be” ft Jay Z), 
Missy Elliot (“Work It”), Mon- 
ie Love (“Monie In The Mid- 
dle”), Bahamadia (“Kollage”), 
and Erykah Badu (“Bag Lady”). 
These women walked so today’s 
female hip hop artists could run. 

For the years following the 90s 
love and success of female hip hop, 
it seemed to come to a slight halt. 

With the exception of art- 
ists like Missy Elliot, who won 


the Grammy for Best Female 
Rap Solo Performance in ‘02 
and ‘03, and Iggy Azalea, there 
were no new female artists mak- 
ing big waves in the industry. 

Until the arrival of Nicki Minaj, 
otherwise known as “Nicki Lew- 
insky, Nicki the Ninja, Nicki the 
Boss, Nicki the Harajuku Barbie” 
(from her song “Itty Bitty Piggy”). 

Her unforgettable verse on 
the song “Monster,” showed 
up both verses of fellow fea- 
tured artists, Jay-Z and Rick 
Ross, including it’s creator and 
musical genius--Kanye West. 

With her colorful wigs, out- 
fits, incredible lyricism, endear- 
ing messages, and calling out of 
double standards between men 
and women, Nicki Minaj revived 
female rap, opening doors, releas- 
ing hits, and bringing on a new 
generation of women rappers. 

Today, there are a plethora of 
female rappers producing and 
creating music for the world to 
hear. Some names that may come 
into mind are Dreezy, Kashdoll, 
Mulatto, Trina, Dreamdoll, Cardi 
B, Remy Ma, Cupcakke--the list 
goes on! This is quite a feat con- 
sidering previously the amount of 
well-known women rappers mak- 
ing music at the same time could 
probably be counted on two hands. 

Of course it’s not always rain- 
bows, glitter, and sunshine. With 
the media’s twisting of words, 
misleading stories, and over- 
ly-dedicated fans, the pitting of 
female artists against one another 
has become a common narrative. 
The world seems to be convinced 
that there can only be one dom- 
inating female rapper at a time. 
The media releases a story, it 
spreads, fans feed into it, begin 
choosing sides, and a problem 
that could’ve been avoided is 
created. There have been “beefs” 
between various artists like Foxy 
Brown and Lil Kim, Queen Lat- 
ifah and MC Lyte, Lil Kim and 
Foxy Brown, more recently Nicki 
Minaj and Remy Ma, and Nicki 
Minaj and Cardi B. It’s messy. On 
the flip side, beefs/feuds are a part 
of hip hop, taking into consider- 
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ation battle rapping and cyphers. 

With all the noise female 
rappers were making, making 
history and shaping the genre 
in their own way, the industry 
failed to properly recognize its 
female artists’ great contributions. 

Though there was some praise 
and acknowledgement for the 
quality of their work, the lack of 
Grammys and underrepresentation 
of female artists on music labels 
proved things still weren’t equal. 

But in 2019, Cardi B became the 
first female rapper in history to win 
a Grammy for ‘Best Rap Album.’ 

Many awards overdue, fe- 
male rap finally got some of 
it’s long-deserved recognition. 

This was an important mile- 
stone in history for wom- 
en, fans, and artists alike, 
and a sign of the continuous 
growth and rise of female rap. 

With the rise of social me- 
dia, and the creation of social 
media stars, many celebrities 
and artists are being discovered 
through Instagram forcing the 
music industry to evolve. Social 
media platforms like YouTube, 
Twitter, SoundCloud, and Ins- 
tagram, allow women artists to 
connect with people directly and 
create fanbases to find success. 

Hip Hop has _respective- 
ly become a growing medium 
for social change, thanks to 
its strong influence, allowing 
new artists to continue chang- 
ing the narrative and the world. 

New artists bring a lot to the 
table, their music showing cre- 
ativity and the many possibili- 
ties of how Hip Hop/Rap music 
can be interpreted and remade. 

They allow listeners to hear 
hip-hop that has the freedom to 
be whatever you make it to be -- 
masculine or feminine, shy or in- 
your-face, rebellious or tradition- 
al, interchangeably or all together. 

Rappers such as the energet- 
ic, flute-playing, multi-talented 
Lizzo and X-rated CupcakKe, 
reject body shaming and slut 
shaming, harmful ideas that so- 
ciety and ultimately hip hop tend 
to revel in, by making songs that 


unashamedly and unapologeti- 
cally embrace these supposedly 
shameful qualities and encour- 
age listeners to do the same. 

Leikeli47, or simply Leikeli, 
wears assorted ski masks and ban- 
danas when she performs to mask 
her identity. It’s an action of both 
statement and rebellion, as well as 
liberation when considering that 
often times, awoman’s appearance 
is considered before her music. 

Queer rappers, like Young 
M.A, challenge unprogressive 
ideas about sexuality and gen- 
der representation. Young M.A 
has made relationships a recur- 
ring theme in her music and her 
imaging of sex between wom- 
en serves as an alternative to 
male imagined lesbian fantasies. 

Although the most success- 
ful women rappers of today, like 
Nicki Minaj and Cardi B, do 
not directly address political is- 
sues, feminism, or their views 
in their lyrics every song, their 
confidence, — unapologeticness, 
and in-your-face lyrics repre- 
sent strong women everywhere 
and are paving the way, setting 
the tone, and demanding respect 
and equality for female rappers- 
-or women artists in general. 

They represent a genera- 
tion of women who say what 
they want, do what they want, 
and when they want too. 

Show them their respect! 
And don’t forget the check. 

With their defiance, pro- 
gressive thoughts, lyrics, and 
performances, hip hop is be- 
ing redefined and _ evolving. 

The days of constricting per- 
sonas that hold fast to the nar- 
row and limited views of what 
makes a black woman market- 
able have been vanquished. 

With the contributions of. 
powerful and inspiring female 
artists, like Queen Latifah, 
MC Lyte, Nicki Minaj, female 
rap has become an important 
-- no, crucial -- part of hip hop 
over the past three decades. 


Top Notch Players premiere fall production 


Students performed ‘Five Women Wearing the Same Dress’ 


By Peter ALEXANDRIS 


Correspondent 
On Nov. 7, the North- 
em Essex Community 


College’s acting guild pre- 
miered their fall production 
Five Women Wearing the 
Same Dress, a comedy written in 
1993 by Alan Ball. The show 

is being presented through the 
Veteran’s Day weekend in the 
Top Notch Theater, located on 
the third floor of the Spurk Build- 
ing on the Haverhill Campus. 
“Live theater is such an im- 


portant part of our culture,” stat- 
ed Professor Brianne Beatrice at 
Thursday afternoon’s premiere. 
“And it is alive here at 
Northern Essex,” she said. 
For the inaugural show, stu- 
dents, faculty, family, and friends 
gathered in the theater on a 
very dark and rainy afternoon. 
“This is the perfect place to 
be on such a damp, raw, night,” 
said attendee Kate Lamanna. 
The play stars Kennedy Center 


award-winning actress Gwynteth 
Glickman, an elementary educa- 
tion major at NECC. She plays the 
character Georgeanne. In addi- 
tion, Eliza Ortolani plays Frances; 
Sarah Durning plays Meredith; 
Vanessa Romaides plays Trisha; 
Aileen Coneil plays Mindy; and 
Carlyle Bien-Aime plays Tripp. 

The show is directed by Profes- 
sor Brianne Beatrice and NECC 
alum Samantha Wheatley. Wheat- 
ley is a graduate of the college 


and of Fitchburg State College. 
She now is an ac- 
tress, director, and produc- 
er living in the Boston area. 
The play itself is about 
five women who are brides- 
maids for a mutual friend. 
Each character shares her story 
about life, love, and heartbreak. 
Set in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
the bridesmaids learn that, despite 
their outward differences, they 
actually have a lot in common. 


The Top Notch players 
are the college’s acting guild. 
The are directed by Beatrice 
who, in addition to teaching acting 
at NECC and Salem State College, 
is an actress in the Boston area. 
The Top Notch players pro- 
duce three plays a year. Auditions 
for acting parts as well as back- 
stage roles are open to all students. 
Auditions will be  post- 
ed soon for the next pro- 
duction, The Rabbit Hole. 
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By Patty GossELIN 
Campus life editor 


If you’re a student at Northern 
Essex, chances are you’ve heard 
about or at least seen a copy of 
the colorful “Parnassus,” our very 
own literary magazine. You may 
not have known that “Parnassus” 
has been on campus since 1965, 
or that it gets its name from Greek 
mythology in which Parnassus 
was the name of the mountain 
that the 7 muses lived atop. 

Patrick Lochelt, current fac- 
ulty adviser for “Parnassus” got 
his start as a student at American 
River College, a community col- 
lege in Sacramento where he was 
a published writer and editor of 
their highly successful literary 
magazine. 

Lochelt knew he liked to write 
but never considered teaching. 
He said becoming an editor is 
what really gave him the push, 
and so he flew through his bache- 
lor’s and master’s degrees. 

“When I came out here and 
luck had it that Ginger Hurajt was 
giving up [her position on] “Par- 
nassus,” I jumped on it because I 
had the background, but also be- 
cause I knew what a literary mag- 
azine could be.” 

Lochelt has held this position 
since 2006. In his time with “Par- 
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nassus” it has grown from the 
black and white saddle-stitched 
project that published twice a 
year, to the full color, annual, 
award-winning literary magazine 
it is today. 

When Lochelt joined the “Par- 
nassus” team he pushed to move 
it to a once-yearly publication. 
That meant they could focus their 
budget on the one magazine, and 
for the first time ever, publish in 
full color. 

Susan Stehfest of NECC, is 
the graphic designer for the mag- 
azine. “She’s the one that basical- 
ly makes it look as beautiful as it 
does,” said Lochelt. 

Another aspect that makes 
“Parnassus” shine is the many 
guest artists and writers who’ve 
collaborated with the magazine. 
Stephen King was a guest con- 
tributor in 2011 with his short 
story ‘Night Surf’. Author of 
novel-turned-Broadway = musi- 
cal, ‘Wicked’, Gregory Maguire 
joined “Parnassus” as guest au- 
thor in 2012. Andre Dubus III, 
famous for his novel “House of 
Sand and Fog,’ contributed in 
2009. ; 

When Lochelt took over as 
faculty adviser he began entering 
“Parnassus” into competitions. 
“Almost immediately we began 
winning,” he said. 

Currently “Parnassus” is cele- 
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“Parnassus” continues to please 


Northern Essex s very own literary magazine celebrates winning award 


This is something they can put on a resume and say: I was 
published alongside Stephen King, or I was published in 
one of the top literary magazines in the country. 


- Patrick Lochelt 


_—_—_ OC - 


brating its second year in a row 
winning the Associated Colle- 
giate Press Pacemaker Award 
(2018 and 2019), along with the 
numerous other awards the mag- 
azine has under its belt. 

As much as the magazine is a 
staple to NECC and its commu- 
nity, Lochelt says that being rec- 
ognized nationally (in the awards 
process) is what makes all the 
difference. 

For the students who submit 
and are published, their work be- 
comes portfolio pieces, says Lo- 
chelt. 

“This is something they can 
put on a resume and say: I was 
published alongside Stephen 
King, or I was published in one 
of the top literary magazines in 
the country,” he says. 

“Tt’s great to have the platform 
and have something to put in a re- 
sume or a portfolio or both, espe- 
cially if someone wants to make a 
career out of that or transfer to an 
art school. It’s a big deal to have 
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that exposure,” says Lochelt. 

Lochelt says a part of the crite- 
ria they judge is the design, but a 
big deal of what they judge is the 
content. “It’s the writing and the 
artwork that wins those awards 
and so it’s our students that are 
really doing that,” he says. 

“Parnassus” accepts submis- 
sions all year round and they’ve 
moved to all online submissions 
which makes the reviewing job 
easier, according to Lochelt. 

The deadline for submissions 
for Fall is December 20th, 2019. 
What’s great about having this 
earlier deadline in addition to one 
in the spring is that submissions 
not accepted this time around 
can be revised and resubmitted 
in the spring, usually with feed- 
back from the “Parnassus” staff, 
according to Lochelt. 

Lochelt encourages everyone 
to submit their work to “Parnas- 
sus” even if they might be scared. 

He says he walks through the 
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B building sometimes and sees 
artwork on display that would be 
an automatic publication, yet he 
never sees those pieces submit- 
ted. 

“We publish the best of the 
best, not everybody gets in, in 
fact, most submissions don’t. 
And obviously it’s not fun to get 
rejected but it’s how you learn 
and evolve as an artist or writer,” 
he says. They accept submissions 
of art, photography, fiction, poet- 
ry, and creative non-fiction. 

“Parnassus” is also always 
looking for students to join its 
staff and puts out a call for vol- 
unteers at the beginning of each 
semester. 

The 


process of weeding 


through submissions is a demo- 
cratic one, so the staff votes, and 
that’s how they decide what will 
be published. The more staff, the 
more voices involved in the deci- 
sion-making process. 


Photos from parnassuslitmag.com 
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First annual math olympics 
Making moves in math 


By IsazE GRULLON 
Features Editor 


On October 24, 2019 the first 
ever Math Olympics took place 
at the Haverhill campus Hartleb 
Technology Center. 

It was held as part of STEM 
Week and served as a wrap up of 
the week’s activities at NECC. 

The event was organized by 
the math department. It was open 
to students, faculty, staff and the 
general public. 

Initially, due to little adver- 
tising, it was expected that only 
about 30 math enthusiasts would 
be in attendance. 

None of the organizers imag- 
ined that the final count would 
be more than double that num- 
ber. The entire math department 
scrambled to set up more tables 
and chairs to make room for ev- 
eryone that wished to participate. 

“We had planned for 25 and 
ended up with over 70 students,” 
said Habib Maagoul, professor 
of mathematics and department 
chair. He predicts there will be 
100 participants or more for next 
year’s event. 

“It was a great turnout,” said 
Dean of STEM, Carolyn Knoep- 
fler. 

There was a mix of high 
school and college students on 
each team consisting of three to 
four members. 

Jesus Guzman, a senior at 
Lawrence High School said he 
“liked being mixed with college 
students.” 


F 


Guzman was part of the third- 
place winning team. 

“It was awesome to interact 
with different people in different 
branches of math,” said Joseph 
Trinidad, a senior at Lawrence 
High School who aspires to be a 
cardiothoracic surgeon someday. 

Each team had three minutes 
to answer each math question 
which was shown on a projection 
screen at the front of the room. 
Questions ranged from algebra to 
calculus. 

“Tt was exciting to see stu- 
dents competing in math,” said 
Knoepfier. “It was lively, good, 
healthy competition.” 

At the end of the 30-minute 
competition, there was a first- 
place winning team, second place 
winning team and two teams tied 
for third place. 

When faced with the tie break- 
er question, the two third place 
teams tied again and so both were 
awarded the third-place prize. 

All the winners received 
STEM backpacks. First place 
was awarded $50 for each team 
member, second place got $30 
for each member, and third place 


received $20 for each team mem- 
ber. 


Professor Maagoul hopes that 
the annual Math Olympics will 
allow people “to change their 
idea about mathematics.” He 
hopes the event will also serve as 
positive advertisement for NECC 
and the math department, as well 
as create a new culture around 
math. 
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Above:Competitors take a group photo outside of the Hartleb Technology Center after 


the Math Olympics. 
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Humanity in Sci-Fi and 
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Below: College and high school students compete in Math Olympics. 
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ENG 102-HLC English Comp I! & PH! 101-HLC Introduction to Philosophy 


A Learning Community for Spring 2020 
Tausht by Prof. Tom Greene & Prof. Meredith Gunning 
Tuesday & Thursday, 9:30a.m — 12:15 p.m. 
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Why do we see machines as evil? Do 
machines serve to express our 
thoughts? 
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If we hear a message often enough, do we 
end up treating it as true? #FAKENEWS 
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Lifestyles 


By MELANIE POLANCO 
Lifestyles Editor 


Our world is  constant- 
ly changing and so is fashion. 
Fashion has changed completely 
throughout the years, taking a 
look back at what fashion use to 
be and how some of the styles are 
being brought back into our pres- 
ent world today. From the osten- 
tatious outfits back in the 50s to 
the bell bottoms in the 70s to the 
high waisted jeans and fun hoops 
in the 90s. Today many of these 
styles have been brought back. 
Students here at NECC share 
their look on their favorite era’s 
and styles. 

“TI would say that the 80’s is 
my favorite era of fashion. Ev- 


Fashion feels 


Students share their takes on different fashion eras 


erything is ‘Come-back” for ex- 
ample the high waisted jeans. It 
influences my style today. I have 
a lot of 80’s attire today with 
different designs like The Roll- 
ing Stones, and My cute shirt 
from the show Friends. My fash- 
ion today is comfy especially in 
school, but I also like to dress up 
at times and add accessories and 
jewelry to spice up my outfit.” 
says Courtney Brown, Education 
major. 

“ My all time favorite fashion 
era was the 90s mainly because 
I love putting outfits together 
that sometimes aren’t intended 
to be put together but look great 
when they are. And also because 
my favorite clothing article from 
the 90s decade has got to be the 
high waisted jeans. Wearing high 


waisted jeans as they used to in 
that era has had a big influence es- 
pecially in my closet due to 95% 
of my jeans being high waisted. 
My fashion in today’s age chang- 
es depending on my mood. If ’'m 
feeling the need to go to work I 
normally do high waisted jeans 
with some cute boots and a shirt. 
But if I’m feeling the need to 
dress up my go to is a basic dress 
added with a long cardigan and 
some cute white Vans or a skirt 
with a crop top and a cardigan.” 
says Greissy Maxiel Castillo, 
Criminal Justice Major. 

The 90’s style sure has an im- 
pact on our students, all of these 
fashion eras are beginning to 
make an appearance in today’s 
world. All the style combinations 
are becoming popular now 


Photo by Genesis Mariel De Jesus 
Genesis took this picture in an office at her old home. 


Genesis Mariel De Jesus, 
Journalism major says her favor- 
ite fashion era is the 90s as well! 

She says, “My favorite fash- 
ion era has to be the 90s, just be- 
cause I really love the mom jeans 
and all the different neutral toned 
leather jackets that were worn 
out. Jean Jackets, high waist- 
ed shorts, socks showing with 
sneakers. All of that was super 
nice, and they are all creeping 
their way back into the current 
fashion trends.” 

“T would say that my sense of 
style is a mixture of a few differ- 
ent era’s. Lately I have been lov- 
ing the classy look like the nice 
flowing dresses, or skirts with 
tights and a delicate necklace. I 
also enjoy business attire and it 
seemed more trendy in the 2000s. 


It might just be me but suits are 
in! My style today is a mixture 
of laid back, easy going outfits 
that consist of jeans, sneakers 
and a nice coat. I really like hoop 
earrings so sometimes just hoop 
earrings can brighten my face, 
just like mascara. If I go out to 
dinner, I like to look at my fin- 
est with tights, a skirt, knee high 
boots, or a nice blouse, or a tight 
dress with a blazer or cardigan 
and some cute Sperry’s.” says De 
Jesus. 

Fashion styles come and go 
and will continue to change as 
the years go by. 

New styles will come while 
others will go, they always find 
their way back and that makes it 
so much more fun! 


“I would say that my sense of style is a 
mixture of a few different era’s” 
- Genesis Mariel De Jesus 


— 


COG’s Thanksgiving food drive 


Help feed the hungry 
during student-run Com- 
munity Outreach Group 
Holiday Season Food 
Drive. 


Any donations of non-per- 
ishable food items appreci- 


ated. Donations to NECC’s 
Food Pantry -The Food 
Closet and Lazarus House 
in Lawrence. 


Items which Lazarus House 

particularly needs include: 
Canned Vegetables 
Stuffing 


Canned Gravy 

Cranberry Sauce 

Package Brownie Mix 
or Cake Mix with Frosting 


Kindly donate only non-ex- 
pired goods. Drop off boxes 
in Lobby of Spurk, lobby 
of Tech center (first floor 


by the vending machines), 
the 2nd Floor of Student 
Center by the Bookstore 
entrance, Lobby of the 
Library and the Lobby of 
B building by the Vending 
Machines. 


Food will be collected until 


Monday 11/25. Frozen 
turkeys accepted at C317E 
on 11/25. 


Contact Meredith Gunning 
at mgunning@necc.mass. 
edu 
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NECC outlines college’s 
20/20 vision when thinking of plan 


YiriAnA M. Reyes 
CORRESPONDENT 


Northern Essex  cre- 
ates a plan every new year, 
They call it a strategic plan 
“2020”0r for new year ex- 
pected. 

This catalog in Northern 
Essex Community College’s 
website helps students ac- 
knowledge new goals and 
focuses at the institution. 

The president of the com- 
munity college starts off 
with a message saying “Our 
plan is based on Apprecia- 
tive Inquiry, an approach 
to positive change that has 
been used successfully in 
communities and organiza- 
tions (including many col- 
leges) all around the world. 
Through Appreciative In- 


quiry, positive questions are 
asked, igniting constructive 
dialogue and inspired ac- 
tion. 

It’s an approach to plan- 
ning that Northern Essex 
has been using for nearly a 
decade now with great suc- 
cess,” according to Lane 
Glenn, President of North- 
ern Essex. 

Glenn’s quote helps his 
readers understand the stra- 
tegic plan and why it mat- 


ENTER SESSION 2020 — 


ters to the institution and 
what has successfully been 
working for the college. 

Ir helps the students re- 
alize that Northern Essex 
wants success for not only 
their reputation but for their 
students as well. 

Following, Glenn con- 
tinues to talk about how 
Northern Essex has 4 stra- 
tegic plan goals to help 
the school. These strategic 
plans are Integrated Student 
Experience, Student Career 
Opportunities, Professional 
Growth, and External Part- 
nerships. 

Integrated student expe- 
rience is a solution for stu- 
dents to go in and get help 
from professionals who can 
help with homework, skills, 
interviews. According to the 
Northern Essex website’s 
secgtion on Integrated Sut- 
dent Experience: “Ensuring 
access for students and pre- 
paring them to meet their 
educational goals, enter the 
world of work, and be in- 
formed, active citizens in 
our global society is para- 
mount...We will achieve our 
vision for Integrated student 
experience by Increasing the 
student sense of belonging 


@theneccobserver 


and participation in the cam- 
pus community, Increasing 
academic structure for stu- 
dents, and Re-engineering 
our college structures and 
processes to be coherently 
linked and more easily navi- 
gable by students.” 

Student Career Opportu- 
nities is a program provided 
to help with comprehensive 
career development, career 
exploration, experiential job 
learning, and job placement. 

According to the NECC 
website: “The student learn- 
ing experience is not limited 
to the classroom. Internship 
placements, service learn- 
ing, and other experiential 
learning opportunities in 
the field provide hands- 
on experiences, enhancing 
the student’s value to pro- 
spective employers and for 
transfer to higher levels of 
education. Mentorship, job 
shadowing, industry/work- 
site tours, and information- 
al interview opportunities 
also enable students to learn 
about the workplace. We 
will achieve our vision for 
Student Career Opportuni- 
ties by increasing the per- 
centage of students finding 
jobs in their field of study 


facebook.com/neccobserver 


or in a field of their choice 
upon graduation, Increasing 
the percentage of non-tradi- 
tional students pursuing ca- 
reers in high-demand fields 
of STEM and Healthcare, 
and Embedding career ex- 
ploration and education into 
academic programs through 
curricular and co-curricular 
activities.” 

Professional Growth 
helps increase opportuni- 
ties for faculty and staff 
that encourage professional 
growth, foster experimenta- 
tion, and advance curricu- 
lum innovation. 

We will achieve our 
vision for Professional 
Growth by Fostering inno- 
vation in disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary curriculum 
models, instructional strat- 
egies, Supporting emerging 
leaders, and Promoting the 
college’s Culture of Inclu- 
sion Core Value. Lastly, 
External Partnerships is to 
expand and strengthen part- 
nerships with external com- 
munity. 

“Northern Essex is a com- 
munity college in which the 
concept of community is as 
vital as the term college. This 
is demonstrated when the 


lans 
or 2020 


college reaches out to forge 
partnerships and deepen its 
academic, cultural, social, 
and economic impact with- 
in the region and around the 
world, We will achieve our 
vision for External Partner- 
ships by: Growing external 
partnerships with four-year 
colleges, local high schools, 
local employers, commu- 
nity based organizations, 
and others that will lead to 
enrollment growth for the 
college, Growing external 
partnerships that will lead to 
new or increased sources of 
revenue for the college, and 
Building awareness of the 
college as a vital community 
resource, one that can help 
external partners achieve 
their goals. Ethically, this 
is great for the community! 
This helps the students and 
faculty engage with their 
daily goals and their des- 
peration of success for the 
new year. It brings upon a 
healthy community. More 
students should be required 
to read these goals and write 
about them and what they 
could help the institution, 
to help bring a more gated 
community for success at 
Northern Essex. 
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Volleyball players named to All-Region teams 


Region 21 committee selected Sarah Shattuck, Brooke Naatz and Christine Ortega 


By ELLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC Newsroom 

Three members of the Region 
21 runner-up Northern Essex 
Community College women’s 
volleyball team were named to 
the All-Region teams as selected 
by the Region 21 volleyball com- 
mittee. 

Sarah Shattuck of Andover 
and Brooke Naatz of North An- 
dover earned first team honors, 
while Christine Ortega of Haver- 
hill received honorable mention 
recognition based on their perfor- 
mances throughout the season. 

Shattuck, a co-captain, has 
earned first teams honors for the 
second consecutive year was the 
regional leader in kills with 193 
and service aces with 80. 

She also ranked fourth in digs 
with 121 and while missing a 
small portion of time early in the 
season with an injury. She also 
averaged 3.71 kills per set which 
was tops amongst the region. 

Naatz, a consistent presence 
on the court throughout the sea- 


November 


Fri. 10 


November 
Sats23 
ue. 26 


son, finished second regionally 
in hitting percentage at .314 and 
was fourth in kills with 135. Her 
2.21 kills per set was fourth in the 
region amongst those competing 
in at least 60% of their teams 
matches. She was fifth in service 
aces with 45, 

Ortega, a co-captain and team 
leader, provided a consistent pres- 
ence on both sides of the net for 
the Knights throughout the sea- 
son. She was fifth in the region in 
digs with 108 and contributed 30 
service aces. 

After a slow start, NECC 
turned things around and record- 
ed a 7-3 conference record, earn- 
ing the number two seed in the 
regional tournament where they 
fell in the championship round to 
Massasoit by a 3-1 final. 

Northern Essex Community 
College competes as a member 
of the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
and sponsors 12 varsity intercol- 
legiate sports including baseball, 
men’s basketball, women’s bas- 


Photo Courtesy NECCknights.com 


The NECC volleyball team members, from left to right: Sarah Shattuck of North Ando- 
ver, Brooke Naatz of North Andover and Christine Ortega of Haverhill were named to the 
All-Region teams as selected by the Region 21 volleyball commitee. 


ketball, softball, women’s vol- 
leyball, men’s and women’s cross 
country, men’s soccer, Esports 
and men’s and women’s track 


Men's Basketball schedule 


at Gateway Community College - CT * “ 
at University of Connecticut at Avery Point * 4 


DECEMBER 


Community College of Rhode Island 
Bunker Hill Community College non-region contest 


JANUARY 


Monroe College - Bronx 
Gateway Community College - CT * 4 


and field. 

For more information on 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege Athletics please visit the 


official website of Northern Es- 
sex Athletics (www.neccknights. 
com). 


8:00 PM 


7:00 PM 
7:00 PM 


7:00 PM 


Womens Basketball schedule 


DECEMBER 


Community College of Rhode Island * 
Bunker Hill Community College non-region contest 


JANUARY 


ri. 10 


Monroe College - Bronx 


at University of Connecticut at Avery Point * “ 
Central Maine Community College 


Gateway Community College - CT * “ 
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Register now! 
OC 208 


), 


| us 
\ 


This course examines the social construction of sex, 
gender, and sexuality across cultures, throughout time, 
and in contemporary American society. We will ex- 
plove such topics as the expression of gender in every- 
day life; varying definitions of masculinity and femi- 
ninity; the centrality of gender in the family, the 
workplace, the government, and the media; and the 


sociology of sexuality. 


Instructor: Kristi Arford 


~ Fulfills: Behavioral or Social Science Elective, Sociology 
_ Elective, Liberal Arts Elective, Free Elective 


Core Skills: This class fulfills BOTH the Global Aware- 
ness and Information Literacy core skills! 


Course Prerequisite: 
S$OC101 Introduction to Sociology OR 


ANT 101 Cultural Anthropology OR 
By permission of instructor (email for permission) 


D 


